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Mon 20th   
1st
Terje & Janne
62%
=
2nd
Derek & Gerard
58%

=
2nd
Sigurd & Guttorm
58%

Wed 22nd 
1st
Paul Q & Terry Q
64%


2nd 

Sigurd & Janne
57%

Fri 24th   

1st
Dino & Dave
57%

2nd
Alf B A & Bjorn T
56%
Bidding Quiz

Standard American bidding is assumed unless otherwise stated.
Hand A
Hand B
With Hand A partner opens 1♣ and you bid 1♠. Partner rebids
1NT, what do you bid now?
♠ AQ10864
♠ KQJ6543


♥ Q1074
♥ K10

♦ Q

♦ 104
With Hand B you open 1♠ and partner bids 2♥, what now?
♣ K3
♣ AJ




Bidding Sequence Quiz

C
1♣
pass
1♠
pass


1NT
pass
3♠

Is 3♠ forcing?


D
2♠
pass
pass
2NT
What is 2NT, natural or Unusual for the minors.

E
1♠
pass
2♥
pass


2♠



Is 2♠ forcing?

F
1♠
pass
2♥
pass


3♠



Is 3♠ forcing?

It’s still not forcing




Board 25 from Wednesday 22nd June
Dealer:
♠ 75



Table A
North
♥ K63

West(A)
North
East

South
E-W vul 
♦ K863

-

pass

1♣

pass

♣ Q1085


1♠

pass

1NT

pass

3♠
(1)
pass

pass
(2)
pass

♠ AQ10864
N
♠ K3


♥ Q1074
W
E
♥ J98

Table B
♦ Q

S

♦ A742

West(A)
North
East

South

♣ K3


♣ A976


-

pass

1♣

pass

♠ J92


1♠


pass

1NT

pass
♥ A52




4♠
(1)
all pass

♦ J1095



♣ J42





Table A:
(1)
What did you bid with this West hand A in this week’s quiz? You have to make a forcing bid and unfortunately this bid is invitational.

(2)
With just two ♠’s and a fistful of losers, this pass seems clear.
Table B:
(1)
This is probably the best answer to question A, with 3♥ and 2♦ (NMF) being other forcing alternatives according to partnership style.
And what happened? Only one pair reached the best contract of 4♠+1. 3♠+2 scored poorly as did 3NT=. The fourth pair went down in 3♥-1 and that sort of shows that 4♠ is the best bid at (1)?
The bottom lines:

· At table A West noticeably grunted when partner passed his 3♠ bid, looks like he does not bother to read the news-sheets… 

· Sequence C: 1♣ - 1♠ - 1NT - 3♠ was not forcing when I wrote about it just two weeks ago in news-sheet 447, and it’s still not forcing.
· When partner has limited his hand (the 1NT rebid here) then you are the captain. So if you know that there are game values, do not make a non-forcing bid.

Bid that game




 
Board 5 from Friday 24th June

If you know what game you want to be in, then bid it!

Dealer:
♠ KQJ6543



Table A
North
♥ K10

West

North(B)
East

South
N-S vul 
♦ 104

-

1♠

pass

2♥

♣ AJ


pass

2♠
(1)
pass

pass
(2)


♠ 107
N
♠ 982

Table B
♥ J65
W
E
♥ 942

West
North(B)
East

South
♦ KQJ8
S

♦ A9

-

1♠

pass

2♥
♣ 8743


♣ KQ952


pass

3♠
(1)
pass

pass
(3)

♠ A



♥ AQ873




Table C
♦ 76532


West

North(B)
East

South
♣ 106




-



1♠

pass

2♥
pass



4♠
(1)
all pass
Table A:
(1)
What did you bid with this North hand Bin this week’s quiz? Most play that this 2♠ bid is not forcing, and so it’s not enough.

(2)
With a minimal hand for the two-level response and a poor hand for ♠’s, South reasonably passed. 

Table B:
(1)
This North chose 3♠, and as that is forcing after a 2-level response, it’s OK.

(3)
Unfortunately this South did not realize that the bid was forcing. 

Table C:
(1)
This North chose the obvious easy bid. You want to play in ♠’s at the game (or maybe slam) level, so bid 4♠. This North hand wants to play in 4♠ even if partner has a ♠ void.

And what happened? 2♠ once, 3♠ twice and just two bidding the cold 4♠. Generally making 11 or 13 tricks depending upon the lead.
The bottom lines:

· As with the previous deal, don’t make a non-forcing bid if you want to play in game.
· Keep it simple (KISS). If you know you want to play in 4♠, then bid it.
Dave’s Column
North
South

West

North
East

South
♠ AQ
♠ KJ63

-


-

1♦

dbl


♥ 8742
♥ A653
1♠
2♥

pass

4♥
♦ Q9753
♦ 8
all pass
♣ 75
♣ AK64

You are South, declarer in 4♥. East leads the ♦A and West follows with the ♦4 and you play the ♦3. East then switches to the ♠9, plan the play.
Dave’s Column Answer

Board 18 from Wednesday 22nd 
Dealer:
♠ AQ



Book Bidding
East
♥ 8742

West

North
East

South
N-S vul 
♦ Q9753

-


-

1♦

dbl

♣ 75


1♠

2♥

pass

4♥
all pass

♠ 108742
N
♠ 95


♥ K9
W
E
♥ QJ10
 
♦ 4
S
♦ AKJ1062
 
♣ QJ1082


♣ 93
 


♠ KJ63



♥ A653

East leads the ♦A. West follows with the ♦4 and North
♦ 8
the ♦3. East switches to the ♠9, plan the play for declarer.
♣ AK64

There are not many HCPs in the opponent’s hands and so there must be some distribution. To make this contract you would like to lose the second ♥ trick to a doubleton ♥K. Win the ♠A and play a ♥ to the ♥A and then a low ♥. If either defender has a doubleton ♥K and wins this trick then you will score four ♠’s, two ♣’s and enough ruffs to make ten tricks.
If, however, either opponent should unblock the ♥K you will go down when his partner leads the third ♥.  Note that a ♦ continuation would have defeated the contract. Do you think that East should get that right?
And what happened at the Pattaya bridge club? Nobody reached the very thin game; 4♦*-3, 3♦*-2, 2♥= and 2♥-1.
Dave’s 2nd Column
Dealer:
♠ J3



Bidding



South
♥ 5

West

North
East

South
Both  vul 
♦ J743

-


-

-

pass


♣ KQ9876


1♠

2♣

4♣
(1)
5♣
6♠

all pass



The vulnerability and weakness of the long suit deterred North from making a weak jump overcall of 3♣ after partner had passed as dealer. One would normally expect a stronger hand for a two-level overcall, but the auction given is the one at the table. East’s jump to 4♣ showed a singleton or void in ♣’s.

You are North, what should you lead?

Dave’s 2nd Column Answer

Board 23 from Wednesday 22nd 
Dealer:
♠ J3



Bidding


South
♥ 5

West

North
East

South
Both  vul 
♦ J743

-


-

-

pass

♣KQ9876


1♠

2♣

4♣
(1)
5♣
6♠

all pass


♠ AQ98742
N
♠ K106

♥ K1087
W
E
♥ AQJ94
 

♦ K
S
♦ Q1082

♣ 10


♣ 5
 


♠ 5

(1)
Splinter
♥ 632




♦ A965


♣ AJ432

In the 2003 Transnational World Open teams North hoped to find partner with one of the major suit aces and led his singleton ♥. That was not a success, still, the ♥ lead was a reasonable choice.
On the bidding it was not certain that East’s ♣ shortage was a void and so North might have started with the ♣K, Which South would over-take and cash the ♦A for one down.

Could South have done more in the bidding to help North find the right lead?

A double of 6♠ would ask partner not to lead a ♣, but that would be even more  reason for North to choose the ♥ lead. 

South bid 5♣ to stop west asking for keycards, but the price was a heavy one. South could show north what to lead with 4♦ (which would not prevent 4NT), but it would promise ♣ support since South is a passed hand.

It is a frequent problem in this area. Do you tell partner what to lead, and have the opponents stay out of a failing slam, or barrage the bidding and hope partner will find the right lead if they bid the slam? 

And what happened at the Pattaya Bridge Club? 6♥-1, 4♠+3, 4♠+2 and 5♥=.

Tip. When partner has not made any move to make a lead-directing bid, it will often be best to lead your side’s best suit if the opposition bidding has not suggested a void in your suit.

Bidding Quiz Answers

Hand A:
4♠, 3♥, 2♦ (NMF). There are reasonable alternatives here, but with a game-going hand the one bid you cannot make is 3♠ which is invitational. 
Hand B:
4♠, you want to play in 4♠ (or more) after partner has bid 2♥, which improves your hand.  
Bidding Sequence Quiz Answers

C
1♣
pass
1♠
pass
This has not changed since I wrote it up in news-sheet 447.
1NT
pass
3♠

3♠ is still just invitational.
D
2♠
pass
pass
2NT
2NT here, over a two-level opening,  is natural.
E
1♠
pass
2♥
pass
2♥ is a one round force and most play that 2♠ is non-forcing.
2♠



However, some do play that responder promises another bid and if you play 2/1 then the sequence is game forcing.
F
1♠
pass
2♥
pass
This jump is game forcing after a two-level response.
3♠

Current club championship standings

	
	Gold Cup = Best 30
	Silver Plate = Best 10
	Bronze Medal = Best 5

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
	1798.8 Janne Roos
1750.2 Hans Vikman
1725.0 Tomas Wikman
	639.8 Per Andersson
638.4 Hans Vikman
636.2 Paul Quodomine
627.6 Janne Roos
624.0 Lars Broman
617.8 Paul Scully
614.2 Bob Short
611.7 Sean Burgess
609.4 Jeremy Watson
605.7 Sigurd Zahl

	332.2 Per Andersson
326.2 Hans Vikman
325.3 Paul Scully
321.7 Lars Broman
318.9 Janne Roos
318.4 Dave Hurst
316.6 Alan Kleist
316.3 Paul Quodomine
314.8 Bob Short
312.6 Gerard / Derek
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